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 CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CHARLES C. LAURITSEN LABORATORY OF HIGH ENERGY PHYSICS

February 2, 2010

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
112 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510-0504
Dear Senator Feinstein,
I am writing to request a meeting with you on Wednesday February 24.

As Chair of the US LHC Users Organization (US LUO), I will be in Washington, D.C. on that date, representing the high energy physics community of more than 4000 scientists and students from 100 universities and the DOE national laboratories who are conducting particle physics research at the frontier of high energies, both in the US at Fermilab and the SLAC National Accelerator Lab, and overseas at CERN’s Large Hadron Collider in Geneva. This is an annual visit conducted jointly by US LUO together with the Fermilab Users Executive Committee (UEC) and the SLAC Users Organization. 

The goal of the visit is to meet with Members of Congress and their staff to discuss the importance of continuing the federal investment in the physical sciences in general, and in particle physics in particular. We hope to share our enthusiasm for the cutting-edge research we do at the scientific and technological frontier, including the latest news on the LHC restart and the dawn of a new era of exploration, at a time when basic research is more important than ever before to our nation's long-term competitiveness. Our group includes a number of younger scientists, including graduate student and postdoctoral researchers, who are among the best and brightest hopes for our country's future as a world leader in scientific innovation. We feel that it is especially important for their voices to be heard in Washington.   

Thank you for considering my request, for your sustained strong support for science. I hope we can continue the conversation, and share insights on how we can be most effective in supporting science as a key element that drives the progress of our nation. 

I will call your office to schedule a meeting. Please do not hesitate to contact me at (626) 395 6676 or by e-mail at newman@hep.caltech.edu.

Sincerely,
Harvey B. Newman
Professor of Physics
Chair, US LHC Users Organization

Chair-Elect, American Physical Society Forum on International Physics
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