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 CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CHARLES C. LAURITSEN LABORATORY OF HIGH ENERGY PHYSICS

April 8, 2009

The Honorable Adam Schiff
2447 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
Dear Congressman Schiff:
I am writing to request a meeting with you or a member of your science staff on Thursday, April 30, 2009 or alternatively on April 29.  

As a Professor of Physics at Caltech for the last 26 years, I am keenly aware of how education and research in physics and allied fields attracts and enriches the lives of the best and brightest among our nation’s young, shaping many of them into the next generation of leaders. As the Chair of the US Large Hadron Collider Users Organization (US LUO) representing approximately 2,000 scientists, engineers and students from 94 universities and five national laboratories, and Vice Chair of American Physical Society’s Forum on International Physics, I have experienced how meeting the challenges in high energy physics experiments, and the technical challenges we face in carrying out the largest projects in high energy physics often leads to breakthroughs in instruments and information technologies. Many of these, such as the World Wide Web, have been of great benefit to society, to our economy, and to our nation’s global leadership. 

On April 29 and 30, I will be in Washington, D.C. together with representatives of the SLAC Users Organization (SLUO), and the Fermilab Users Executive Committee (UEC) who conduct research using the facilities at these Department of Energy national laboratories. Together we represent several thousand scientists and students working both in the US and overseas. The purpose of the visit is to meet with Members of Congress and their staff to discuss the importance of continuing the federal investment in the physical sciences in general, and in particle physics in particular. We hope to share our enthusiasm for the exciting, cutting-edge research we do at the scientific and technological frontier, and for the anticipated discoveries when the LHC and our experiments start operating at CERN this year.  I hope to have the opportunity to discuss this with you and your staff. We also wish to thank you for your support of science in the past, and discuss the future of the physical sciences in this nation. 

Thank you very much for considering my request. I will call your office in a few days to schedule a meeting. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 626-395-6656, or by e-mail at newman@hep.caltech.edu.  

Sincerely,
Harvey B. Newman
Professor of Physics
Chair, US LHC Users Organization

Vice Chair, APS Forum on International Physics
newman@hep.caltech.edu
626.395.6656
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