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March 3, 2009

Professor John Holdren

Assistant to the President on Science and Technology
Director-Designate, Office of Science and Technology Policy

Washington, DC

Dear Professor Holdren, 

We are writing to you jointly as chairs of the Users Organizations of the US Large Hadron Collider Program, the Fermi and SLAC National Accelerator Laboratories, representing approximately 4,000 scientists, students and engineers from more than 100 universities throughout the nation, as well as at national labs and overseas universities and laboratories, working at the frontiers of physics. 

With the startup of the LHC accelerator and experimental program this fall, with record intensities at the Fermilab Tevatron collider, with the startup of light sources of unprecedented brightness at SLAC, and with data from sky surveys of unprecedented resolution and depth, members of our organizations working at the frontiers of particle physics, nuclear physics, astrophysics and cosmology are breaking new ground in our understanding of matter, spacetime and the early universe. In several of these programs we are about to embark on a new round of investigations which are expected to lead to discoveries setting the course for basic science in the US and globally over the next decades. 

On April 29 and 30, and May 1, we will make our annual visit to Washington, to meet with members of Congress and discuss and illustrate the importance of the physical sciences in advancing our fundamental knowledge of our universe, education, technology, and the progress of our nation, working side by side with our international partners. 

An important part of this visit is our meeting with the Directorates of our main funding agencies, the DOE, the NSF and OSTP. On behalf of our Organizations, we would like to ask you if you could receive a delegation of approximately 6 people from our joint groups during our visit. This key meeting would provide us an essential opportunity to share your vision for the future of our field and for science in general, to discuss the issues, share concerns, and establish plans of action for the coming year. 
We do not need to emphasize, this year, the importance of such a meeting, as we embark on a road to recovery, to restore science to its rightful place in the midst of a renewed national vision, and to rebuild our global partnerships where science is the longstanding exemplar for international cooperation. 
Sincerely,               
Gérard Bonneaud                                                [image: image1.emf]
Professor, Director of Research CNRS/IN2P3

LPNHE, Universities of Paris VI & VII        
             
Chair, SLAC Users Organization                                                                                                                                 
Ashutosh Kotwal                                                 [image: image2.emf]                                                          
Associate Professor of Physics

HEP Program Director 
Duke University    
Chair, Fermilab Users Organization                                                                                        
Harvey B Newman                                               [image: image3.emf]         
Professor of Physics                            

California Institute of Technology     

Chair, US LHC Users Organization             
Vice Chair, APS Forum on Int'l Physics
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