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   California Institute of Technology

        CHARLES C. LAURITSEN LABORATORY OF HIGH ENERGY PHYSICS
 


              Mail Code 256-48
                                               Pasadena, CA 91125-3100
August 21, 2009
Greg Cole
Principal Investigator, “IRNC:ProNet GLORIAD” Proposal
The University of Tennessee
P209 Andy Holt Tower

Knoxville, TN 379996
Dear Greg,
I am writing to express my strong support for your IRNC:ProNet GLORIAD program.  We have been partners for many years in extending advanced R&E network facilities to some of the best equipped scientific communities as well as to those under-served and inadequately connected - beginning with Russia, China and Korea 10-15 years ago.  I applaud your efforts now to establish improved infrastructure with India, Singapore and Egypt - and through the new optical open exchange points you’re establishing in these locations, to many additional communities across Southeast Asia, Africa and the Middle East. We share many core partners - such as SURFnet and NORDUnet - and share commitment to developing a more rational framework for global cyberinfrastructure - beginning with the fundamental network component.  I applaud the approach you are taking in leveraging NSF funding to encourage and stimulate the development of open, optical exchange points.

I was especially pleased to note recently that the NSF has funded your GLORIAD/Taj program by which you are again improving and extending R&E infrastructure in a creatively engineered ring around the northern hemisphere. This new infrastructure will meet very real needs of the high energy physics community we work to support and is entirely complementary to our own DYNESTAR effort to establish a mesh of resilient circuits across the Atlantic in support of the most advanced science applications of our day.

I also note the work you are doing with advanced measurement and monitoring and the development of a better distributed, decentralized system and set of tools for cooperatively managing R&E infrastructure around the world. These efforts are, again, complementary with efforts we initiated with our UltraLight program, through our MonAlisa efforts and which we now propose to continue with DYNESTAR.

Funding of your IRNC:ProNet GLORIAD proposal will serve to extend the reach of advanced network services around the northern  hemisphere and to communities that we need to reach; it will serve to further the advanced work you have been doing in network measurement focused on addressing and improving user performance; it will help lead to the establishment of tools and systems for better managing (and in a decentralized manner) cyberinfrastructure; and it will serve to provide creative and supportive US leadership in development of a better, more rational global infrastructure for science and education.

I look forward to our continued collaboration in the months and years ahead.

With best regards,
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Harvey B Newman

Professor of Physics

                                                                Principal Investigator, US LHCNet, 
                                                                                    UltraLight and PLaNetS Projects

                                                                Chair, US LHC Users Organization
                                                                              Vice Chair, APS Forum on Int’l Physics
                                                                              Chair, ICFA Standing Committee on 
                                                                                  Interregional Connectivity 
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